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CBC Radio and Chapters both developed recommended summer reading lists.  Their choices for adult reading are:  

The list of recommended reading for children and teens includes: 

Dear Clients, 

 

I trust you all enjoyed the long weekend.  Whatôs not to 

like about that weather!!  Despite the pile of Ogogrow piled 

high in my driveway, we decided to go camping.   I knew 

the yard work would be there when I got back (and, funny 

enough, the Ogogrow is still there too).  Iôm really not en-

joying yard work anymore.  With so little play time, I really 

resent spending what  limited time I have on yard work.   

 

Weôve hired the Yard by Yard group from the Mental 

Health Association to help us with the lawn.   They have a 

work program to help people with mental disabilities get 

into the work environment.  They do a great job and theyôre 

reasonably priced.  I know theyôre really busy and have 

grown a lot since we started using them so many years ago 

so I donôt know if theyôre accepting new clients but if 

youôre finding yourself short on lawn-cutting time, give 

them a call.  Their phone number is 717-3007.  

 

So hereôs what I did on the long weekend rather than spread 

Ogogrow.  I fed my Sudoku puzzle addiction!! 

TOP BOOK PICKS 2008 

Canadian Fiction Classics to Read Again 

In the Skin of a Lion by Michael Ondaatje The Housekeeper by Melanie Wallace 

 The Double Hook by Sheila Watson Crow Lake by Mary Lawson 

The Temptations of Big Bear by Rudy Wiebe Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

What the Crow Said by Robert Kroestch Pride And Prejudice by Jane Austen 

A Chorus of Mushrooms by Hiromi Goto The Time Traveler's Wife by Audrey Niffenegger 

Lost in the Barrens by Farley Mowat Water For Elephants by Sara Gruen 

Stormy Night by Michèle Lemieux Atonement by Ian Mcewan 

The short fiction of Thomas King, Alice Munro and 

Guy Vanderhaeghe 

Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford: A 

Novel by Ron Hansen 

  Into The Wild by Jon Krakauer 

Childrenôs Reading For the Reluctant Teen Reader 

Scaredy Squirrel at the Beach by Melanie Watt Crank by Ellen Hopkins 

Forever in Blue: The Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann 

Brashares 
 Monster  by Walter Dean Myers 

The Pigeon Wants A Puppy by Mo Willems  Go Ask Alice by Anonymous 

   Twilight by Stephenie Meyer 

   Glass by Ellen Hopkins 

   What Happened To Cass Mcbride by Gail Giles 

  Tyrell by Coe Booth 

  The First Part Last by Angela Johnson 

  Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

  Can't Get There from Here by Todd Strasser 

If I can assist you, your 

friends or relatives with 

real estate needs in 

Kelowna or Big White, 

please let me know.  
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Market Watch  

This report was released by Cameron Muir, Chief Economist with the BC Real Estate Association earlier this 

month.  The Okanagan results are provided for comparison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For residential sales, there were 241 sales valued at $133,232,240 in April compared to 231 sales valued at 

$115,294,184 in March, an increase of 15.5%.  This compares to 299 sales valued at $136,236,688 for the same 

month last year, a unit decrease of 19%.  There were 586 new listings in April for a total of 1396.  The average 

number of days on the market was 57.  Average house price was $552,830 in April compared to 455,641 in 2007.   

 

For condos, there were 94 sales in April valued at $27,055,028 (compared to 118 in March valued at $32,519,560, 

a decrease of 18%).  This compares to 156 for the same month in 2007 valued at $40,427,052).  There were 260 

new listings in April (compared to 142 last year) for a total of 1069 (compared to 513 for the same month last 

year).  The average days on the market was 64.   

 

For townhouses, there were 42 sales in April valued at $17,178,900 (compared to 40 in March valued at 

$15,609,525, a unit increase of 5%).  This compares to 80 units sold in the same month in 2007 valued at 

$26,711,348).  There were 160 new listings (compared to 107 for the same month last year) for a total of 398 

(compared to 236 for the same month last year).  The average days on the market was 46. 

 

In summary,  the Okanagan is experiencing similar influences as the rest of BC with increased listings reducing 

pressure on house prices.  This is moderating activity to more sustainable levels. 

This is a great recipe.  Itôs quick, easy, low in fat and really good.  Weôve made it with both 

halibut steaks and prawns and we know it would be great with chicken too.    Weôve done it in 

the oven as the recipe suggests and on a recent camping trip, we did it in tin foil on the BBQ as 

well.  It turned out great and it was done in minutes (with prawns).   

 

 

Seafood with Tomatoes, Zucchini and Feta  

 
1 tsp olive oil 

1 cup diced zucchini 

½ cup minced onions 

1 clove garlic, minced 

2 cups diced tomatoes 

2 tbsp chopped, fresh basil leaves 

¼ tsp each salt and black pepper 

4 halibut steaks or 1 lb. prawns or 3 to 4 chicken breasts 

ӎ cup crumbled feta cheese 

 

 

Heat olive oil in small saucepan over medium heat.  Add zucchini, onions and garlic.   Cook and stir 

until zucchini is tender, about 5 to 6 minutes.  Remove from heat and stir in tomatoes, basil, salt and 

pepper. 

 

 

Rinse fish steaks or prawns and pat dry with paper towels.  Spray a medium baking pan with non-stick 

spray and place fish in pan.  Spoon ¼ tomato-zucchini mixture over each fish steak.  Top with feta 

cheese.  Bake at 450º for 12 to 15 minutes, depending on thickness of fish.  Serve immediately. 

 

If youôre using chicken instead of seafood, stir fry the chicken with the onions and garlic before baking.  

 

Makes 4 servings.   

 

Favourite Family Recipes  

BC Housing Markets to Moderate  
BCREA Releases Spring 2008 Housing Forecast  

Vancouver, BC ð May 6, 2008.  BC home sales are retreating from historically high levels, accord-
ing to the British Columbia Real Estate Associationôs (BCREA) spring Housing Forecast, released to-
day. The report analyzes the British Columbia economy and housing markets, including detailed fore-
casts by home type of the provinceôs 12 real estate board areas.  
ñSome weakness on the export side of the economy and eroding affordability will have an impact on 
housing demand over the next two years,ò said Cameron Muir, BCREA Chief Economist. Residential 
sales on the Multiple Listing Service® (MLS®) are expected to decline 9 per cent to 93,800 units in 
the province in 2008, and a further 2 per cent to 92,000 units in 2009.  
ñMost housing markets in the province are exhibiting balance between demand and supply,ò added 
Muir. Home sales were down 14 per cent in the first quarter of 2008, while active listings were up 24 
per cent. ñMore balance between demand and supply means less upward pressure on home prices. It 
also reduces the chance of multiple bids on the same home, giving homebuyers more time to investi-
gate properties thoroughly before purchasing.ò  The average MLSÈ residential price in the province 
climbed 12 per cent to $438,975 in 2007. This year, the average MLS® residential price is forecast to 
increase 9 per cent to $479,000, and a more modest 4 per cent to $499,000 in 2009.  
 
ñWhile a weak US economy is negatively impacting the forest industry and tourism, the BC economy 
is forecast to grow 2.5 per cent this year and 2.7 per cent in 2009, a higher rate of growth than most 
other provinces. Consumer spending, employment growth and net migration in the province are ex-
pected to remain robust and will continue to underpin housing demand through 2009,ò noted Muir. 


